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Grimes County Sheriff Donald Sowell has inmates from Grimes County Jail

 Preform labor on his personal property regarding a tree
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Map title shows property lines for Sheriff Sowell’s property labeled R20532 and R20604. The next two 
documents are from the Grimes County TX Appraisal District.
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The picture above shows the fence line of Sheriff’s Sowell property. The tree circled is the one that the inmates 
were working on, on or about Wednesday October 8, 2014. This image was taken in September 2013 via 
Google. The picture was taken from the roadway FM 149 in front of the Sheriff’s property.  

The picture above starts a panoramic view showing the tree (circled) the inmates worked on as well as Sheriff 
Sowell’s House on his property. 
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The picture above continues a panoramic view showing the tree (circled) the inmates worked on as well as 
Sheriff Sowell’s House on his property.  Also shown is a green highway sign that says Law Enforcement Center
(with an arrow that points to the Law Enforcement Center) 

The picture above continues a panoramic view showing FM 149.  Also shown is a green highway sign that says 
Law Enforcement Center (with an arrow that points to the Law Enforcement Center) 
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The picture above continues a panoramic view showing FM 149 and the Law Enforcement Center sign in the 
grass area off the roadway.  The arrow points to the Grimes County Appraisal District.

The picture above is a close up of the tree on the property from another angle.
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The picture above is an even closer view of the tree on the property from another angle that also shows the 
Sheriff’s house in the background.

The picture above is a photograph image in 2015 via Google maps.  It shows an area shot of Sheriff Sowell’s 
property with the tree removed. 
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The picture on the previous page (labeled 1.) appears to have been taken from the parking lot of the Grimes 
County Appraisal District. The arrows point to three inmates that are working on the downed tree on Sheriff 
Sowell’s property.

The above photo (labeled 1.) is a zoomed in picture of the previous showing inmates working on the Sheriff’s 
property.
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The picture on the previous page (labeled 2.) appears to have been taken from the parking lot of the Grimes 
County Appraisal District. You can still see the inmates that are working on the downed tree on Sheriff 
Sowell’s property.

The above photo (labeled 2.) is a zoomed in picture of the previous showing inmates continuing to work on the 
Sheriff’s property.
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The picture on the previous page (labeled 3.) appears to have been taken from the parking lot of the Grimes 
County Appraisal District. You can still see the inmates that are working on the downed tree on Sheriff 
Sowell’s property.  

The above photo (labeled 3.) is a zoomed in picture of the previous showing inmates still working on the 
Sheriff’s property. They also have appeared to shift positions, indicating that they are in fact working on the 
downed tree.
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Texas Penal Code

§ 39.02. ABUSE OF OFFICIAL CAPACITY.  (a) A public 

servant commits an offense if, with intent to obtain a benefit or 
with intent to harm or defraud another, he intentionally or 
knowingly:

(1)  violates a law relating to the public servant's 
office or employment;  or

(2)  misuses government property, services, personnel, 
or any other thing of value belonging to the government that has 
come into the public servant's custody or possession by virtue of 
the public servant's office or employment.

(b)  An offense under Subsection (a)(1) is a Class A 
misdemeanor.            

(c)  An offense under Subsection (a)(2) is:                                    
(1)  a Class C misdemeanor if the value of the use of 

the thing misused is less than $20;
(2)  a Class B misdemeanor if the value of the use of 

the thing misused is $20 or more but less than $500 ;
(3)  a Class A misdemeanor if the value of the use of 

the thing misused is $500 or more but less than $1,500;
(4)  a state jail felony if the value of the use of the 

thing misused is $1,500 or more but less than $20,000;
(5)  a felony of the third degree if the value of the 

use of the thing misused is $20,000 or more but less than $100,000;  
(6)  a felony of the second degree if the value of the 

use of the thing misused is $100,000 or more but less than $200,000;  
or

(7)  a felony of the first degree if the value of the 
use of the thing misused is $200,000 or more.

(d)  A discount or award given for travel, such as frequent 
flyer miles, rental car or hotel discounts, or food coupons, are not 
things of value belonging to the government for purposes of this 
section due to the administrative difficulty and cost involved in 
recapturing the discount or award for a governmental entity.

Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 883, ch. 399, § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1974.  
Amended by Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 3241, ch. 558, § 7, eff. 
Sept. 1, 1983.  Renumbered from V.T.C.A., Penal Code § 39.01 and 
amended by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 900, § 1.01, eff. Sept. 1, 
1994.

Texas Code of Criminal Procedure
Art. 12.02. [181] [229] [219] MISDEMEANORS.  An indictment 
or information for any misdemeanor may be presented within two 
years from the date of the commission of the offense, and not 
afterward.

Amended by Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 975, ch. 399, Sec. 2(B), eff. 
Jan. 1, 1974.
CC: 
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Texas Attorney General’s Office

Texas DPS – Ranger Division

Grimes County District Attorney’s Office

Attorney Ty Clevenger 

Navasota Examiner

The Houston Chronicle 

KTRK 13

KHOU 11

FOX 26 

KPRC 2

KBTX 3

Bryan/ College Station – The Eagle

Shawn Sayers

Sheriff Don Sowell 


