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Dear Brian Huddleston: 
 
 This is an interim response to your FOIA request, dated and received in this Office on 
June 5, 2020, in which you requested records of the Special Counsel’s Office (SCO) 
concerning Seth Rich, Aaron Rich, and the alleged hacking of servers associated with the 
Democratic National Committee. 
 
 With respect to the named individual, Aaron Rich, lacking his consent, official 
acknowledgment of an investigation of him, or an overriding public interest, even to 
acknowledge the existence of such records pertaining to this individual could reasonably be 
expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of his personal privacy.  Accordingly, I have 
decided to refuse to confirm or deny the existence of responsive records pursuant to 
Exemptions 6 and 7(C) of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(6) and (b)(7)(C). 
 
 With respect to the remainder of your FOIA request, please be advised that searches 
have been conducted within the SCO.  At this time, I have determined that 32 pages containing 
records responsive to your request should be withheld in full pursuant to Exemption 5 of the 
FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5).  Exemption 5 pertains to certain inter- and intra-agency 
communications protected by civil discovery privileges. 
 
 For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement 
and national security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) 
(2018).  This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the 
FOIA.  This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken 
as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. 
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 If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Andrea Parker of the 
United States Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Texas, at 409-981-7938. 
 
 Sincerely, 

  
  Jonathan Breyan 
  Senior Supervisory Attorney 
  for 
  Vanessa R. Brinkmann 
  Senior Counsel 
 
 


